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THE THIRD QUARTERLY REPORT

OF THE SPEAKER’S TASK FORCE
ON THE HONG KONG TRANSITION

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 1998

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
rises today to submit the Third Quarterly Re-
port of the Speaker’s Task Force on the Hong
Kong Transition. It has been nearly one year
since Hong Kong reverted to Chinese sov-
ereignty on July 1, 1997. Prior to that historic
event, and at your request, Mr. Speaker, this
Member formed the House Task Force on
Hong Kong’s Transition. In addition to myself
as Chairman, the Task Force is bipartisanly
balanced and includes Representative HOW-
ARD BERMAN (D–CA), Representative
SHERROD BROWN (D–OH,), Represenative ENI
FALEOMAVAEGA (D–AS), Representative ALCEE
HASTINGS (D–FL), Representative JAY KIM (R–
CA), Representative DONALD MANZULLO R–IL)
and Representative MATT SALMON (R–AZ).

Mr. Speaker, as you requested, the Task
Force expects to travel to Hong Kong, and
other relevant destinations at least every six
months for the foreseeable future to examine
how the reversion has affected Hong Kong.
The first such visit took place in December,
1997. The second is tentatively scheduled for
early July of this year—one year after rever-
sion. To day, the task force has prepared
three quarterly reports accessing how the re-
version has affected Hong Kong. The third re-
port, which I submit today, covers the alternat-
ing quarter—January through March, 1998—in
which there was no actual visit to Hong Kong
by the Task Force. Despite a number of con-
cerns in the areas of freedom of expression,
the independence of the judiciary, the devel-
opment of democratic institutions and the pro-
tection of intellectual property rights, we con-
tinue to describe the situation as ‘‘so far so
good.’’ Mr. Speaker, this Member submits the
Task Force report to be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

THE SPEAKER’S TASK FORCE ON THE HONG
KONG TRANSITION

THIRD REPORT

(Presented by the Hon. Doug Bereuter,
Chairman)

The following is the third quarterly report
of the Task Force on the Hong Kong Transi-
tion. If follows the first report dated October
1, 1997, and the second report dated February
25, 1998. This report focuses on events and de-
velopments relevant to United States inter-
ests in Hong Kong between January 1, 1998
and March 31, 1998—the third quarter follow-
ing Hong Kong’s reversion to China. (This is
the alternating quarter in which there was
no actual visit to Hong Kong by the Task
Force since the mandate given to the Task
Force by the Speaker is to visit Hong Kong
only every six months. Therefore, the finding
of this report are based upon indirect
sources.)

BEIJING COMMITMENTS

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion (HKSAR) has now been under Chinese
sovereignty for over nine months. Concerned
observes both inside and outside Hong Kong
continue to scrutinize the decisions and be-
havior of Chinese and Hong Kong authorities
for evidence that China is maintaining its
commitment to the ‘‘one-country, two sys-
tems’’ formula spelled out in the Joint Dec-

laration of 1984 which allows Hong Kong full
autonomy in matters other than foreign pol-
icy and defense. As a dynamic regional finan-
cial and economic center, Hong Kong’s con-
tinued autonomy is viewed as vital to the
continuing economic health of the entire re-
gion.

The people of Hong Kong continue to main-
tain a high degree of confidence in the Hong
Kong government. Confidence in Chief Exec-
utive C.H. Tung ebbed somewhat in January,
as the effects of the Asian financial crisis
rippled into Hong Kong and the public voiced
its dissatisfaction with the government’s
handling of the ‘‘avian flu’’ problem. By late
February, however, opinion polls showed a
bounce back. Tung’s overall approval rating
rose to 63 percent—a four percent increase
over the late-January figure. The polls also
continue to show strong popular support for
the ‘‘democratic’’ political parties, which are
expected to do well in the May election in
the seats open to universal suffrage.

Following Hong Kong’s reversion to Chi-
nese rule, we find that Chinese authorities
continue to refrain from direct involvement
in Hong Kong affairs. To date, there is no
evidence of explicit Chinese interference in
Hong Kong affairs. Our First Quarterly Re-
port on Hong Kong described the situation in
this regard as ‘‘so far, so good.’’ The Second
Quarterly Report echoed this judgment, with
a slightly stronger caveat that the areas of
concern—freedom of expression, rule of law,
and protection of intellectual property
rights, among others—warranted closer at-
tention. In this report, we reaffirm or con-
tinue this assessment.

We see no clear threat to Hong Kong’s au-
tonomy. Chinese officials, both in Beijing
and Hong Kong, scrupulously refrain from
interference—at least in public. For exam-
ple, five members of China’s world-class
swim team were unable to wangle their way
into Hong Kong for an important meet after
they neglected to apply for visas in time.
Separately, the small People’s Liberation
Army garrison also continues to maintain a
low-profile. However, several relatively iso-
lated decisions and statements by Hong
Kong officials, described below, have height-
ened anxieties concerning the apparent
spread of a new concept of ‘‘political correct-
ness.’’ There is a small but growing concern
that some Hong Kong authorities are giving
undue consideration to Beijing’s possible re-
action before making decisions affecting Chi-
nese interests in Hong Kong.

RULE OF LAW CONCERNS—FREEDOM OF
EXPRESSION

International confidence in Hong Kong is
based on the commitment of the Hong Kong
authorities to the rule of law which it inher-
ited from the British. An integral part of
this is the ‘‘check’’ on abuse of authority
provided by the free expression of opinion.
We find that political protesters and dem-
onstrators continue to carry out their activi-
ties without restraint. One minor exception
during the first three months of 1998 oc-
curred during the January visit to Hong
Kong of Chinese President Jiang Zemin.
Hong Kong police kept anti-Jiang dem-
onstrators at a considerable distance from
the Chinese leader, thus drawing criticism
for pandering to Chinese sensitivities. In re-
sponse, Hong Kong authorities argued that it
was important to demonstrate to the Chi-
nese that they were capable of providing ade-
quate security, lest the Chinese feel com-
pelled to provide their own.

Hong Kong has traditionally enjoyed a free
and vibrant press. The Hong Kong media
continues to operate freely. There are no
taboo subjects. Newspapers that appear to
tread lightly on issues of concern to China or
Hong Kong authorities one day may harshly

criticize them the next. There have been no
reports of interference with the press by Chi-
nese officials based in Hong Kong, nor by
Hong Kong authorities. Nonetheless, self-
censorship is widely perceived to exist. A
February 1998 survey conducted by the So-
cial Science Research Center of the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong showed that about 43 per-
cent of those interviewed thought the media
practiced self-censorship (down from 50.3 per-
cent in December 1997), while 54 percent
praised the media for fully exercising free-
dom of speech (slightly down from 57.5 per-
cent in December).

Self-censorship is a subtle and insidious in-
fluence which is difficult to document and
impossible to quantify. Official interference
in or guidance of the media is a separate and
more disturbing matter. The specter of offi-
cial interference arose on March 4 when
Hong Kong media magnate, Xu Simin, while
in Beijing as a delegate to the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference meet-
ing, criticized the Hong Kong government-
funded Radio-Television Hong Kong (RTHK)
for airing shows critical of Hong Kong poli-
cies. Rather than refute Xu’s remarks, Hong
Kong Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa, also
on March 4 remarked that ‘‘while freedom of
speech is important, it is also important for
government policies to be positively pre-
sented.’’

Tung’s statement sent shudders through
many concerned observers in Hong Kong.
However, Hong Kong Chief Secretary Anson
Chan, who heads Hong Kong’s bureaucracy,
immediately expressed ‘‘deep regret’’ at Xu’s
remarks, which she branded as ‘‘improper.’’
Tung subsequently reassured the public, say-
ing on March 6, ‘‘Of course RTHK has edi-
torial independence. The government and I
welcome criticism from the news media, and
I think the news media has played a very im-
portant role in monitoring the activities of
the government.’’ We hope that Chief Sec-
retary Chan’s defense of RTHK prevails. [In
a statement clearly intended to reassure the
Hong Kong public, Chinese President Jiang
Zemin followed with remarks to the effect
that discussion of Hong Kong-related issues
should take place in Hong Kong, not Bei-
jing.]

RULE OF LAW CONCERNS—INDEPENDENCE OF
THE JUDICIARY

A fair and independent judiciary is another
critical element of international confidence
in Hong Kong’s commitment to the rule of
law and to its ability to maintain a high de-
gree of autonomy. In general, the Hong Kong
judiciary continues to operate independently
and without taint of political influence.
Judges continue to rule against the new
HKSAR government. For example, in a high-
ly publicized case, the courts ruled that the
Hong Kong law denying right of abode to il-
legitimate children of Hong Kong resident
fathers (but not mothers) violated Article 24
of the Basic Law, which grants rights of
abode without reference to legitimacy or the
sex of either parent.

Within the past three months, however,
several incidents have focused attention on
the possibility that Hong Kong’s highly re-
garded legal institutions may be vulnerable
to Chinese influence. In one case, the govern-
ment’s top legal officer decided not to pros-
ecute a newspaper publisher who was politi-
cally well-connected to the mainland, de-
spite the fact that three of the publisher’s
deputies were charged with fraud and that
the publisher herself had been named in a re-
port by Hong Kong’s anti-corruption com-
mission. Separately, the Hong Kong govern-
ment decided not to prosecute the New China
News Agency, or Xinhua, for violating Hong
Kong’s privacy statute, when it failed to re-
spond by the legal deadline to a request
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under Hong Kong’s privacy law by a politi-
cian for a copy of Xinhua’s file on her.
Xinhua subsequently asserted that it had no
information on the politician, a claim that
left most observers incredulous, in view of
the intelligence-gathering role widely attrib-
uted to Xinhua. Chief Executive Tung justi-
fied the government’s decision not to pros-
ecute Xinhua by saying that Xinhua’s ac-
tions were only a ‘‘technical breach’’ of the
statute. [Note: In early April, the Beijing-ap-
pointed Provisional Legislature, in one of its
last acts before being dissolved, passed a law
which classified Xinhua as a body of the
‘‘state’’ and thus exempt from certain Hong
Kong laws. The implications of this action
will be discussed in the Fourth Quarterly Re-
port.]

THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEMOCRATIC
INSTITUTIONS

Hong Kong authorities and political par-
ties continue their preparations for the May
24 election of a new Legislative Council
(LegCo). The May elections will be carried
out under a new law established under the
HKSAR. The new law is controversial be-
cause it dismantles key provisions of the
electoral reforms put into place by former
Governor Patten in 1995. For example, it
maintains the original formula of twenty
LegCo members to be directly elected by
popular vote, thirty to be elected by ‘‘func-
tional constituencies’’ (initiated by the Brit-
ish in 1985), and ten to be chosen by a special
Election Committee. However, the ‘‘func-
tional constituent’’ electorate is reduced
from approximately 2.7 million votes under
the 1995 British reforms to about 180,000 vot-
ers. A voter registration campaign to expand
the electorate for the 20 seats subject to pop-
ular vote was rather disappointing. A door-
to-door campaign resulted in 264,000 new vot-
ers, but roughly 30 percent of those eligible
declined to register. The disappointing re-
sponse has been attributed to several factors.
The complexity of the election system has
discouraged many potential voters. Others
are simply unfamiliar with or distrust elec-
tions. Still others are cynical about their
ability to affect the eventual outcome. While
others—reflecting Hong Kong’s notorious
preoccupation with making money—are sim-
ply not interested. Despite the widespread
dissatisfaction among the political parties
with the new election law, none has advo-
cated boycotting the election.

ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS

The United States has significant eco-
nomic interests in Hong Kong. Hong Kong is
the home of over 50,000 U.S. citizens. Over
1,100 resident American firms employ 250,000
Hong Kong workers, or 10 percent of the
workforce. The financial crisis which has
buffeted Southeast and East Asia starting in
mid-1997 has not left Hong Kong unscathed.
Nonetheless, Hong Kong’s economy contin-
ues to grow, albeit at a slower rate than be-
fore. By the end of March 1998, deposits in
banking institutions has increased, as has
the ratio between the Hong Kong dollar and
foreign currency deposits, suggesting that
confidence in Hong Kong’s dollar and bank-
ing system continues to recover unabated.
The Hang Seng index remained relatively
stable through the first quarter, while inch-
ing slowly upward. And, in a further show of
confidence in the Hong Kong economy, new
residential mortgage loans began to edge
back up in January, in both number and
value, and positively surged in March.

Nonetheless, most economic indicators
have not returned to their pre-Asian finan-
cial crisis levels. Most analysts believe Hong
Kong’s gross domestic product will grow by
only two percent in 1998, compared to the 3.5
percent predicted by the government—and
the 5.0 percent and 5.2 percent it grew in 1996

and 1997, respectively. Another trend that
bears watching is Hong Kong’s growing role
as a channel for foreign capital to China. The
Chinese companies listed on Hong Kong’s
stock exchange, which now account for
roughly nine percent of Hong Kong’s market
capitalization, seldom meet international
corporate-governance standards. This grow-
ing segment of the Hong Kong capital mar-
ket is expected by some to double in the next
ten years. The lack of transparency of these
Chinese companies is likely to add further
volatility to the market.

Jeffrey Lam, Chairman of the Hong Kong
Exporters’ Association, stated that Hong
Kong’s manufacturing industry still main-
tains competitive advantages over Asian
countries despite those countries’ currency
depreciations. The financial turmoil has not
changed the volume of orders coming to
Hong Kong. Despite this good news, however,
the unemployment rate for the period De-
cember 1997–February 1998, rose to 2.9 per-
cent, the highest in the last 18 months. The
total number of unemployed reached 85,000,
with the retail trade, hotel, property, con-
struction and garments sectors the hardest
hit. The government is considering setting
up a retraining program for those laid off.
Tourism, which has traditionally depended
to a large extent on the growing Southeast
Asian middle- and upper classes, has also suf-
fered from the regional financial crisis. Fur-
thermore, if China should succumb to the
temptation to devalue its currency, as some
skeptics have darkly predicted, Hong Kong
would find it very difficult to maintain its
current Hong Kong dollar-U.S. dollar peg.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND OTHER
CONCERNS

The most serious U.S.-Hong Kong bilateral
trade issue is the continued wide availability
of pirated movie, audio and software com-
pact discs and pirated trademark goods. This
situation led the U.S. Trade Representative
to place Hong Kong on the Special 301
Watchlist in April 1996. One disturbing devel-
opment in the past year has been a change in
the nature of intellectual property rights
(IPR) violations in Hong Kong. While retail
sales of pirated goods were the primary prob-
lem in the past, in recent months, the manu-
facturing of pirated compact discs has be-
come a significant problem. (Some people
speculate that this development is a result of
greater IPR enforcement in mainland
China.) Hong Kong officials have reiterated
their commitment to combating piracy. In
addition to stepping up Custom’s raids on re-
tail outlets, on March 25, 1998, they passed a
new copyright law which, among other
things, gives enforcement officials greater
ability to control illicit production. [Note:
Despite these efforts, the IPS situation in
Hong Kong remained sufficiently trouble-
some to warrant its designation on May 1,
1998 by USTR on the Special 301 Watch List
for the third year in a row.]

The Hong Kong government continues to
cooperate fully with U.S. agencies in com-
bating drug trafficking. We note, however,
that many of the same favorable factors that
make Hong Kong one of Asia’s most impor-
tant financial centers also make it attrac-
tive to criminals who wish to conceal the
source of their funds through money laun-
dering. Consequently, it is important that
the Hong Kong government work with the
international community to improve its laws
and enforcement in this vital area.

We are pleased to observe that during the
first quarter of 1998 we continued to have full
cooperation in the area of export control,
and no new incidents were reported. The U.S.
Commerce Department continued to conduct
pre-license and post-shipment checks. And in
January, 1998, U.S. and Hong Kong export

control officials strengthened their already
strong interaction by beginning a new series
of consultations on licensing, enforcement
and the exchange of information. The latter
will include the U.S. sharing information rel-
evant to Hong Kong’s new ‘‘brokerage legis-
lation,’’ which was passed just prior to rever-
sion. This new legislation will allow Hong
Kong’s authorities to prosecute people based
in Hong Kong who are engaged in prolifera-
tion activities outside of Hong Kong.

We also note that serious concerns have
been raised in some quarters about the ade-
quacy of Hong Kong’s export control regime
and its ability to prevent the transfer of sen-
sitive technology to unintended destina-
tions. [Note: See CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, May
20, 1998, p. H3559.]

MACAO

Macao, a small Portuguese colony with a
population of one-half million, will revert to
Chinese rule at midnight on December 20,
1999. Like Hong Kong, it will become a Spe-
cial Administration Region with a ‘‘one-
country, two systems’’ formula. But Macao
faces very different transition issues. In the
political arena, Macao will not face the con-
tentious debate that Hong Kong went
through over its legislative body. In contrast
to Hong Kong’s legislative body, the Macao
Legislative Assembly elected in 1996 will re-
main in place on a ‘‘through train’’ beyond
the December 1999 reversion. But in other
areas, there are causes for concern. The Por-
tuguese colonial authorities have not trained
and groomed local Macanese to replace Por-
tuguese personnel in many key civil service
positions. It also appears that a much small-
er proportion of foreigners will remain in
Macao, compared to the case in Hong Kong.
One would hope that the Portuguese authori-
ties will move with greater speed and resolve
to put in place a strong professional local bu-
reaucracy and judiciary, without which
Macao cannot be expected to provide the
functions required as the territory moves
into the 21st century.

U.S. interests in Macao are by no means as
large as those in Hong Kong, but they are
nonetheless important. The largest bilateral
problem is unquestionably Macao’s role as a
manufacturing center for pirated goods. The
production of pirated compact discs is a par-
ticularly significant problem. According to
knowledgeable sources, in 1997 estimates
there were between 80–100 compact disc pro-
duction lines producing up to 100 million
compact discs and movies per year. Although
the Macao government maintains that it is
committed to tackling the problem, it has
been unsuccessful in combating the pirating
problem for a variety of reasons. For exam-
ple, it lacks adequate legislation, enforce-
ment mechanisms and manpower. It was said
that the government is drafting legislation
for the creation of a full customs service
that would take on the anti-piracy function
of the economic services department and the
maritime police. It is in America’s interests
that Macanese authorities move forward
forcefully. Separately, we note a continuing
serious problem with the transshipment of
textiles through Macao.

An even more troubling factor affecting bi-
lateral relations, and, indeed, Macao’s entire
development, is the disturbing influence of
organized crime. Macao-based triad soci-
eties, which once contained themselves pri-
marily to the colony’s lucrative legal gam-
bling industry, have taken on a more public
and more violent persona. Several well-pub-
licized street shootings have driven away
some of Macao’s important tourist clientele.
The triads, now in cooperation with crime
elements from across the border in China,
are believed to be deeply involved in the pro-
duction of pirated compact discs and other
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illegal smuggling activities, including the
transhipment of drugs and money launder-
ing. Macanese authorities recognize the dan-
ger these groups pose to Macao’s society and
economy and have worked to combat them.
The triads have responded with retaliatory
attacks against police and other public offi-
cials. We applaud the authorities’ efforts to
combat organized crime. The territory is un-
likely to be able to effectively address many
of the problems it now faces until it has suc-
cessfully rooted out this scourge.

CONCLUSION

‘‘So far, so good’’ continues to be the view
of the Hong Kong Transition Task Force. As
we noted above, the Asian financial crisis
will have a still-to-be determined impact on
Hong Kong’s economy. As we have also
noted, there are continuing concerns within
the Special Administrative Region itself,
particularly in the areas of freedom of ex-
pression, the independence of the judiciary,
the development of democratic institutions
and the protection of intellectual property
rights. Given the complexity of the reversion
in Hong Kong, this is, of course, important,
but it should not be surprising. Nonetheless,
this transition period in Hong Kong warrants
the continued scrutiny of the international
community and the Congress.

f

COMMENDING TED KARRAS, SR.

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 1998

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to commend to true sportsman
from Indiana’s First Congressional District,
Ted Karras, Sr., for his induction into the Indi-
ana Football Hall of Fame. A resident of Gary,
Indiana, Ted is one of nineteen inductees in
the 1998 Indiana Football Hall of Fame class.

Ted Karras began his role as an important
part of Indiana’s football legacy during his
days as a student at Emerson High School in
Gary, Indiana. After graduating from Emerson
and attending Purdue University for a semes-
ter, Ted transferred to Indiana University and
played for Coach Bernie Crimmins. In 1956,
Ted graduated from I.U. and joined the San
Diego Marines where he played both offense
and defense.

Ted’s hard work and determination payed
dividends when he was subsequently picked
up by the Pittsburgh Steelers as an offensive
linemen, and he helped his team to a second
place finish during the 1957 season. After his
short tenure with the Steelers, Ted Karras was
signed by the Chicago Bears and played with
them for five years. His determination and mo-
tivation again helped lead his team to suc-
cess. This time though, the Chicago Bears
won the championship in 1963. Ted eventually
finished his career with the Detroit Lions in
1965.

While Ted Karras may have retired as a
player, he never retired as a student of the
game. Ted came home to Northwest Indiana
and shared his knowledge with other students
of the game. He remains heavily involved in
football and helps mold young athletes into
sportsmen as an Assistant Football Coach at
Andrean High School in Merrillville, Indiana.
From the beginning of his football career as a
young student and athlete to his current post
as an assistant coach, Ted Karras, Sr. has
served as an inspiration to thousands of stu-

dents, fans, and players of football in the State
of Indiana.

Since its founding in 1973, the Indiana Foot-
ball Hall of Fame has been honoring promi-
nent coaches, players, officials members of
the press, and citizens who have made lasting
contributions to the advancement of football
and sporting excellence. The Hall of Fame
commemorates Indiana’s prestigious football
history throughout the century. Whether they
were involved in football during the early
twenties or the present day, the Indiana Foot-
ball Hall of Fame is dedicated to recognizing
those who were instrumental in creating, fos-
tering, and adding to Indiana’s excellent foot-
ball legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
Ted Karras, Sr. on his induction into the Indi-
ana Football Hall of Fame. His lifetime of serv-
ice, dedication, and success has left an indel-
ible mark on Indiana football and Indiana’s
First Congressional District.
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HONORING THE PONTIAC CENTRAL
DELPHI FIRST TEAM

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 1998

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring to your attention the remarkable efforts
and achievements of the Pontiac Central/Del-
phi Interior and Lighting Systems FIRST Ro-
botics Team. This dedicated partnership has
resulted in national recognition and a renewed
commitment to excellence in science and
technology.

For three years now, the fine students from
Central High School located in Pontiac, MI,
and the staff of Delphi Interior and Lighting of
Troy, MI, have been competing in the FIRST
(For Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology) national competition. As a
rookie team in 1996, their efforts resulted in
the National Competition Rookie All Star
award. In only their second year of competi-
tion they were honored with the competition’s
highest award, the Chairman’s Award for over-
all excellence. This year they placed first at
the Southwest Regional Championship, New
England Championship, and Great Lakes Re-
gional Championship.

The Pontiac Central faculty includes: Dr.
Willie B. Aldrige, Birta Allen, Michael Martus,
Michael McIntyre, Lorene Phillips, Jamie
Schutt, and Arthur Williams. The Pontiac Cen-
tral students include: Tanea Andrews, Ben Ar-
royo, Stephanie Bonner, Phuong Bui, Dante
Cabello, Steven Carpenter, Armand Collins,
Lenwood Compton, Jose Diaz, Tabitha Dur-
ham, Alia Garrison, Glynn Gooch, Regina Grif-
fin, Janine Harper, Hmong Her, Tawanda Hill-
iard, Travia Hilliard, Chris Jackson, Yvette
Johnson, Albert Lee, Alva Liimatta, Myder Ly,
Ilea Lyons, Koua Moua, Ronnitrea Pilgrim,
Denneen Russell, Scotte Spencer, Austin St.
Peter, Cary Xiong, Bob Yang, Lisa Yang, Mary
Yang, Pa Yang, Peter Yang, Yang Yang, John
Youngquist, and Timothy Youngquist.

Members of the Delphi Interior and Lighting
Systems engineering team include: Dr. Bar-
bara A. Sanders, Hassan Anahid, Mike Aubry,
Craig Blanchard, Robert Brooks, Michael
Ciavaglia, Joe Cranston, Dan D’Addario, Brian

Deplae, Jeremy Husic, Joseph Johnson,
Marvin Lewis, Saundra Marion, Jane Maselli,
Shannon Moore, Mark NIcholas, Amanda
Offer, Joe Otenbaker, Tom Osborne, Chantell
Parentea, Joe Picciurro, William Priest, Vijay
Srinivas, Mark Steffe, Angelica Tasker, Ronald
Wilde, Kimberely Will, Kevin Wright, and Joe
Zwolinski.

Mr. Speaker, in order for our nation to re-
main a leader in the global economy we must
recognize the importance of science and tech-
nology education. For three years, teachers,
volunteers, sponsors and participants of the
Pontiac Central/Delphi Interior and Lighting
Systems FIRST Robotics team have been
committed to ensuring that our nation’s future
doctors, engineers, and scientists have the
skills necessary to succeed in the 21st cen-
tury.
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CONGRATULATING ANNE MCKEE

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 1998

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate a much beloved Key West resi-
dent, Ms. Anne McKee. For the past twenty-
six years, Ms. McKee has dedicated her life to
serving her community, and it is therefore, no
surprise to hear that she has been named the
1998 Florence Spottswood Humanitarian of
the Year by the Monroe County chapter of the
American Red Cross.

This is not the first time that Ms. McKee has
been recognized. In 1993, she was named the
Woman of the Year in Arts. To honor her
achievements the mayor of Key West des-
ignated November 10, 1993 as Anne McKee
Day. During her tenure as chairwoman of the
Monroe County Arts Council, she successfully
integrated the council into the South Florida
Consortium and, in 1991, she founded the
Anne McKee Artists Fund which has awarded
more than 50 grants to local artists.

In the spirit of Ms. Florence Spottswood, the
founder of the Florida Keys chapter of the
American Red Cross, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Anne McKee for her tire-
less contributions to our island city.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO LIBERTY
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 3, 1998

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Clovis Unified School
District’s Liberty Elementary School for being
recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School.
Liberty Elementary is one of 263 elementary
schools across the nation to be named a Blue
Ribbon school. To receive this award, Liberty
Elementary had to be recognized as a Califor-
nia Distinguished School and then pass a rig-
orous screening and two-day site visitation.
The faculty and students of Liberty Elementary
exemplify excellence in student achievement
and are very deserving of this recognition.

A Blue Ribbon Award Ceremony was held
in Washington D.C. on November 7, 1997
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